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Potential for Colorado
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Condition-specific CO APCD analysis shows that the common cold costs nearly $600 more to treat at the ED
than in a doctor’s office while the potential savings for a headache is $1,635.

Similarly, going to the ED for back pain costs over $1,200 more than in an office setting, and being seen in the
ED for a sore throat costs almost $900 more. Figure Il provides more common condition price differentials
between the ED and outpatient setting.
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Figure Il. Average Costs to Treat Common Ailments:
Outpatient Setting vs. Emergency Department
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More Can Be Done

There are four primary reasons why Coloradans go to the ED for non-emergent care including convenience
and after hours availability (see Figure Ill). A number of methods can be deployed to reduce avoidable ED visits
including patient education about appropriate care settings, enhanced coordination among providers and care
givers, and increased access to outpatient offices and clinics at night and on the weekends.

Figure I1l. Reasons G'V.er.‘ for Multiple care coordination initiatives
Non-Emergent ED Visits in Colorado such as Healthy

Transitions Colorado, Patient-
Centered Medical Homes,
Accountable Care Organizations, and
Regional Care Collaboratives have
been successful in reducing the
avoidable ED visits. By building upon
the work already underway, Colorado
could realize substantial cost savings
and ensure patients are seen in the
right setting at the right time.
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Visit www.comedprice.org to see more publicly available CO APCD health care data, and contact us at
ColoradoAPCD@civhc.org to learn more about custom data options.




